TRAVERSE SWCD SEPTEMBER 2025
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 a.m. on Thursday, September 11, 2025 by Chairperson Doug
Frisch.

Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call

Supervisors present: Doug Frisch, Joe Murphy, and Jeff Peterson. Absent: Chester Raguse and Dennis
Zimbrick. Staff and others present: Sara Gronfeld, Trudy Determan, Bruce Johnson, Jerod Lennox, Tate
Serocki, Devon Thompson, Soil Conservationist Eric Klimek and County Commissioner Dwight Nelson.

Approve Agenda
A motion was made by Murphy, second by Peterson to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Minutes of the August Meeting
A motion was made by Peterson, second by Murphy to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried

August Treasurer’s Reports
A motion to approve the August treasurer’s report was made by Murphy, second by Peterson. Motion
carried.

Correspondence
Gronfeld mentioned the Traverse County Household Hazardous Waste pickup day scheduled on Thursday
September 25. The folder with additional general correspondence was circulated.

District Technical Manager’s Report
A motion was made by Peterson to approve contract UMN-WBIF-25-07 in the amount of $4,414 for non-
structural land management practices, second by Murphy and approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson to approve contract number 78-1-1 for non-structural land management
practices, second by Murphy and approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson to approve contract number 78-1-2 for non-structural land management
practices, second by Murphy and approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson to approve the grant agreement for the second round of funding from the
Minnesota Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Grant 2026 - Soil Health Practices-
AUGUST second by Murphy and approved unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson to approve contract number 78-2-1 for non-structural land management
practices contingent upon finalization of the grant contract, second by Murphy and approved
unanimously.



A motion was made by Peterson to approve contract number 78-2-2 for non-structural land management
practices contingent upon finalization of the grant contract, second by Murphy and approved
unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson to approve contract number SH-22-05-3 for non-structural land
management practices contingent upon finalization of the grant contract, second by Murphy and approved
unanimously.

A motion was made by Murphy to approve contract number SSTS-25-04 for a septic system upgrade
project, second by Peterson. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson to approve an amendment to extend the original installation date to
9/30/2026 for contract number SSTS-24-01, second by Murphy. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson to approve an amendment to extend the original installation date to
9/30/2026 for contract number SSTS-24-02, second by Murphy. Motion carried unanimously.

District Conservation Technician
Lennox reported finally being able to get out to start mowing as field conditions have begun to dry up.
He has also been working on gaining experience for his SSTS licensing.

District Engineering Technician

Serocki reported assisting with mowing, processing requests of Gopher State One-Call locates for the
lined outlet sites before construction begins. He spoke with a landowner who is interested in a new
project near Browns Valley. The project needs an initial survey to determine if it could be a grassed
waterway or water and sediment control basin.

District Conservation Technician
Thompson reported working on contracts nonstop for CRP and soil health. He mowed yesterday.

NRCS Field Office Report

Eric Klimek reported he has been working on CSP reviews and modifications as needed. He has been
verifying CRP seedings and signing 052 forms for RCPP contracts and has also been reviewing contracts
prepared by Technical Service Providers. Gronfeld added that SWCD staff completed status reviews and
assisted with development of over 70 CRP plans as a part of a contribution agreement from the MN
Association of SWCDs. She thanked NRCS staff Eric and Aria and all felt the process ran smoothly.

Office Report

Gronfeld provided updates about grant administration for several grants. A Wetland Conservation Act
application was received for a fiber optic line installation project for temporary impacts. The
administrative review process is underway.

A packet of information and a quote for Paid Family Medical Leave PFML coverage was distributed with
the agenda packets. The board listened to a report outlining information about staff research into
coverage options and reviewed the quote for coverage from ShelterPoint. Peterson made a motion the
District to pay 100% of PFML premiums, second by Murphy and to elect coverage by ShelterPoint.
Motion carried unanimously.



Gronfeld discussed upcoming staff training at the BWSR Academy October 21-23, the annual training
event hosted by the Board of Water and Soil Resources. All staff are encouraged to attend.

October Meeting Date
The October meeting will be held on Thursday, October 9, at 7:00 a.m.

Other Business
None.

Adjourn
A motion was made by Peterson second by Murphy to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 a.m. Motion carried.
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